ST JOHN’S SCHOOL CURRICULUM: FROM EYFS TO YEAR 6

This document sets out the links between the learning in the EYFS and the National Curriculum subjects that children
study in Years 1-6.

Across the school, our children learn through topics which we have made engaging, relevant and fun. In the EYFS,
these topics provide a context for children to develop their skills, attitudes and interests in a holistic, cross-curricular
way. In years 1-6, children are immersed in topics which are cross-curricular (as the world is), but teachers maintain
the integrity of the subjects within them. As in the EYFS, the topics provide a context for the development of English
skills. For example, children might read about the topic they are learning about, and in doing so they may be learning
Geographical or Scientific facts, but also developing their vocabulary and comprehension. Likewise, if children have
been researching a historical event such as The Industrial Revolution, they will use this as the context for writing a
non-chronological report outlining their main findings. The historical learning has already happened, and now they
are developing their writing skills using the knowledge and understanding they have gained.

From EYFS to Year 6, our topics provide the context in which skilled teachers can help children to learn across the
curriculum, making links explicit whilst maintaining subject integrity.

TEACHING IN THE EARLY YEARS:

Teaching should not be taken to imply a “top down” or formal way of working. It is a broad term that covers the
many different ways in which adults help young children learn. It includes their interactions with children during
planned and child-initiated play and activities: communicating and modelling language; showing, explaining,
demonstrating, exploring ideas; encouraging, questioning, recalling; providing a narrative for what they are doing;
facilitating and setting challenges. It takes account of the equipment adults provide and the attention given to the
physical environment, as well as the structure and routines of the day that establish expectations. Integral to
teaching is how practitioners assess what children know, understand and can do, as well as taking account of their
interests and dispositions to learn (characteristics of effective learning), and how practitioners use this information to
plan children’s next steps in learning and monitor their progress.

Ofsted Early Years Inspection Handbook

Children learning journey begins the moment they are born.

The three Prime areas, Personal, social and emotional development (PSED), Communication and language (CL),
and Physical development (PD), describe universal core aspects of early child development.

In the Nursery and Reception classes, children are understood to develop at different rates. No two children in our
EYFS started to walk or were weaned at the exact same moment, and so we appreciate that children develop
differently. Our topics give a context in which children learn and develop, and the adults in the setting provide the
environment and the interactions which help them to learn and grow across all areas of learning.

The EYFS is the foundation for children’s learning across the National Curriculum: this is where it begins. This
document demonstrates the links that exist between the learning in EYFS and the rest of the school’s National
Curriculum subjects.

1. PRIME AREA: PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

This prime area links closely to the National Curriculum subject of PSHER.

Who we are (personal), how we get along with others (social) and how we feel (emotional) are foundations that
form the bedrock of our lives. As we move through life, we are continually developing our sense of self as we weave
a web of relationships with self, others and with the world. Personal, Social and Emotional Development is
fundamental to all other aspects of lifelong development and learning, and is key to children’s wellbeing and
resilience. For babies and young children to flourish, we need to pay attention to how they understand and feel
about themselves, and how secure they feel in close relationships: in so doing they develop their capacities to make
sense of how they and other people experience the world. Children’s self-image, their emotional understanding and



the quality of their relationships affect their self-confidence, their potential to experience joy, to be curious, to
wonder, and to face problems, and their ability to think and learn. A holistic, relational approach creates an
environment that enables trusting relationships, so that children can do things independently and with others,
forming friendships. Early years practitioners meet the emotional needs of children by drawing on their own
emotional insight, and by working in partnership with families to form mutually respectful, warm, accepting
relationships with each of their key children.

By the end of Reception, children working at the expected level will reach these ELGs (early learning goals):

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Making relationships

Statutory ELG: Building Relationships
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others;
- Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers;
- Show sensitivity to their own and to others' needs.

Statutory ELG: Managing Self
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to
behave accordingly

Statutory ELG: Managing Self
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Be confident to try new activities and show independence,
resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Understanding emotions

Statutory ELG: Managing Self Statutory ELG: Self-Regulation

Children at the expected level of development will: Children at the expected level of development will:

- Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to

< - Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of
behave accordingly

others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly

2. PRIME AREA: PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

This prime area links with the National Curriculum subjects of PSHER and PE .

Intricately interwoven with emotional, social, cognitive and language development, physical development underpins
all other areas of a child’s learning and development. Extensive physical experience in early childhood puts in place
the neurological, sensory and motor foundations necessary for feeling good in your body and comfortable in the
world. The intimate connection between brain, body and mind must be understood; when they are viewed as one
system, the impacts of active physical play, health and self-care are observed and the effects on a child’s early brain
development and mental health of adverse childhood experience, including malnutrition, illness or neglect, is
recognised. Health, wellbeing and self-care are integral to physical development. Prioritising care opportunities and
a collaborative approach with young children supports development of lifelong positive attitudes to self-care and
healthy decision-making. Each child’s journey relies on whole-body physical experiences. While biologically
programmed, the unfolding of this complex, interconnected system requires repeated movement experiences that
are self initiated and wide-ranging. Fine and gross motor control must develop together in an integrated way, so that
the child can achieve what they set out to do. We must ensure that children have movement-rich lives indoors and
outdoors from birth. This includes the role of the adult’s body as an enabling environment itself, embedding

movement into everything, and encouraging each child’s own motivations for being active and interactive with
others.

By the end of Reception, children working at the expected level will reach these ELGs (early learning goals):

Physical Development: Moving and handling

Statutory ELG: Gross Motor Skills Statutory ELG: Fine Motor Skills

Children at the expected level of development will:

- Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for
themselves and others;

- Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing;

- Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping,
skipping and climbing.

Physical Development: Health and self-care

Children at the expected level of development will:

- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing - using
the tripod grip in almost all cases;

- Use arange of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and
cutlery;

- Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.



Statutory ELG: Managing Self
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including
dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance
of healthy food choices.

3. PRIME AREA: COMMUNICATION & LANGUAGE

This area links with the National Curriculum subject of English.

Experiences in the womb lay the foundation for communication, and a baby’s voice is evident from the beginning.
Babies use their bodies, facial expressions, gestures, sounds and movements to seek connections and respond to
those around them. Young children depend on back-and-forth interactions with responsive others to develop
confidence as effective communicators and language users. Communication and language development are closely
intertwined with physical, social and emotional experiences. Communication and language lay a foundation for
learning and development, guiding and supporting children’s thinking while underpinning their emerging literacy.
Language is more than words. As children grow, they begin to be aware of and explore different sounds, symbols
and words in their everyday worlds; a language-rich environment is crucial. A child’s first language provides the roots
to learn additional languages, and parents should be encouraged to continue to use their home languages to
strengthen and support their children’s language proficiency as they join new environments. Children’s skills develop
through a series of identifiable stages which can be looked at in three aspects — Listening and Attention,
Understanding, and Speaking. While not all children will follow the exact same sequence or progress at the same
rate, it is important to identify children at risk of language delay or disorder as these can have an ongoing impact on
wellbeing and learning across the curriculum.

By the end of Reception, children working at the expected level will reach these ELGs (early learning goals):

Communication and Language: Listening and attention

Statutory ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding

Children at the expected level of development will:

Statutory ELG: Self-Regulation
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant
questions, comments and actions when being read to and
during whole class discussions and small group interactions

- Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions
to clarify their understanding;

- Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges
with their teacher and peers.

- Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding
appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an
ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.

Communication and Language: Understanding

Statutory ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions
to clarify their understanding;

- Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges
with their teacher and peers.

Communication and Language: Speaking

Statutory ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding
Children at the expected level of development will:

-Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges
with their teacher and peers.

4. UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD

This area links to the National Curriculum subjects of: Geography, History, Science, PSHER, Computing and RE

Statutory ELG: Comprehension (Literacy)
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them
by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and
recently introduced vocabulary;

- Anticipate - where appropriate - key events in stories;

- Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during
discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and
during role-play.

Statutory ELG: Speaking
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions,
offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary;

- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of
recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes
and poems when appropriate;

- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using
full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses
and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support
from their teacher.




Understanding the World provides a powerful, meaningful context for learning across the curriculum. It supports
children to make sense of their expanding world and their place within it through nurturing their wonder, curiosity,
agency and exploratory drive. This development requires regular and direct contact with the natural, built and virtual
environments around the child and engaging children in collaborative activities which promote inquiry, problem-
solving, shared decision making and scientific approaches to understanding the world. Active involvement in local
community life helps children to develop a sense of civic responsibility, a duty to care, a respect for diversity and the
need to work for peaceful co-existence. In addition, first-hand involvement in caring for wildlife and the natural
world provides children with an appreciation of ecological balance, environmental care and the need to live
sustainable lives. Rich play, virtual and real world experiences support learning about our culturally, socially,
technologically and ecologically diverse world and how to stay safe within it. They also cultivate shared meanings
and lay the foundation for equitable understandings of our interconnectedness and interdependence.

By the end of Reception, children working at the expected level will reach these ELGs (early learning goals):

Links to National Curriculum subjects Y1-Y6

History: Understanding the World- People and Communities

Statutory ELG: Past and Present
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in
society;

- Know some similarities and differences between things in the
past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been
read in class;

- Understand the past through settings, characters and events
encountered in books read in class and storytelling.

Geography & RE: Understanding the World- People and Communities

Statutory ELG: People, Culture and Communities
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from
abservation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps;

- Know some similarities and differences between different
religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on
their experiences and what has been read in class;

- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this
country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from
stories, non-fiction texts and - when appropriate - maps.

Science: Understanding the World- The World

Statutory ELG: The Natural World
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Explore the natural world around them, making observations
and drawing pictures of animals and plants;

- Know some similarities and differences between the natural
world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on
their experiences and what has been read in class;

- Understand some important processes and changes in the
natural world around them, including the seasons and changing
states of matter.

Computing: Understanding the World- Technology

Statutory ELG: None

Birth to Five Matters: Children require access to a range of
technologies, both digital and non-digital in their early lives.
Exploring with different technologies through play provides
opportunities to develop skills that children will go on to develop
in their lifetimes. Investigations, scientific inquiry and exploration
are essential components of learning about and with technology
both digitally and in the natural world. Through technology
children have additional opportunities to learn across all areas
in both formal and informal ways. Technologies should be

seen as tools to learn both from and with, in order to integrate
technology effectively within early years practice.

5. ART & DESIGN

This area links to National Curriculum subjects: Art & Design, DT, Drama, Dance, Music

Children and adults have the right to participate in arts and culture. Expression conveys both thinking (ideas) and
feeling (emotion). Children use a variety of ways to express and communicate, through music, movement and a wide
range of materials. Creative thinking involves original responses, not just copying or imitating existing artworks.
Expressive Arts and Design fosters imagination, curiosity, creativity, cognition, critical thinking and experimentation



and provides opportunities to improvise, collaborate, interact and engage in sustained shared thinking. It requires
time, space and opportunities to re-visit and reflect on experiences. Multi-sensory, first-hand experiences help
children to connect and enquire about the world. Appreciating diversity and multiple perspectives enriches ways of
thinking, being, and understanding. Skills are learned in the process of meaning-making, not in isolation

By the end of Reception, children working at the expected level will reach these ELGs (early learning goals):

Links to National Curriculum subjects Y1-Y6:

Art & Design: Expressive Arts and Design- Creating with Materials

Statutory ELG: Creating with Materials
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and
techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form
and function;

- Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;

- Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in
narratives and stories.

Music, Dance, Drama: Expressive Arts and Design- Being Imaginative & Expressive

Statutory ELG: Being Imaginative and Expressive
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and
their teacher;

- Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs;

- Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and -
when appropriate - try to move in time with music.

6. MATHEMATICS:

This links to the National Curriculum subject: Mathematics.

Mathematics for young children involves developing their own understanding of number, quantity, shape and space.
Babies and young children have a natural interest in quantities and spatial relations — they are problem-solvers,
pattern-spotters and sense-makers from birth. This curiosity and enjoyment should be nurtured through their
interactions with people and the world around them, drawing on their personal and cultural knowledge. Every young
child is entitled to a strong mathematical foundation which is built through playful exploration, apprenticeship and
meaning-making. Children should freely explore how they represent their mathematical thinking through gesture,
talk, manipulation of objects and their graphical signs and representations, supported by access to graphic tools in
their pretend play. Effective early mathematics experiences involve seeking patterns, creating and solving
mathematical problems and engaging with stories, songs, games, practical activities and imaginative play. Plenty of
time is required for children to revisit, develop and make sense for themselves. This is supported by sensitive
interactions with adults who observe, listen to and value children’s mathematical ideas and build upon children’s
interests, including those developed with their families. It is crucial to maintain children’s enthusiasm so they
develop positive self-esteem as learners of mathematics and feel confident to express their ideas.

By the end of Reception, children working at the expected level will reach these ELGs (early learning goals):

Statutory ELG: Numerical Patterns Statutory ELG: Number

y Educational Prog Math ic:
Children at the expected level of development will: Children at the expected level of development will: Inaddition, it is important that the curriculum includes
. rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial
- Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of - Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics including
the counting system; the composition of each number;- Subitise (recognise shape, space .gnd measures. It i‘s important that ch\‘ldrjen
- Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, quantities without counting) up to 5; ‘devke‘fﬂp Potstltlve alt:jtudlest?nd I\Wr)tereststm math?mat\CS.
recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than - Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, 'ﬁgveirgﬂ?tamiﬂuﬂes %g%zgfs;i’futcﬁﬂgﬁhfys‘
or the same astheotherquant\ty_- . counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including notice and not be afraid to make mistakes.
- Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10,

10, including evens and odds, double facts and how

P  and including double facts.
quantities can be distributed equally.

7. LITERACY

This links to the National Curriculum subject: English

Literacy is about understanding and being understood. Early literacy skills are rooted in children’s enjoyable
experiences from birth of gesturing, talking, singing, playing, reading and writing. Learning about literacy means
developing the ability to interpret, create and communicate meaning through writing and reading in different media,



such as picture books, logos, environmental print and digital technologies. It involves observing and joining in the
diverse ways that different people and communities use literacy for different purposes. Most importantly, literacy is
engaging, purposeful and creative. Developing literacy competence and skills is a complex, challenging yet rewarding
journey that requires high-quality pedagogical activities to enhance learning. Young children need to be listened to
by attentive adults who recognise and value children’s choices. They need enjoyable, playful opportunities of being
included and involved in the literacy practices of their home, early years setting, and community environments. They
need experiences of creating and sharing a range of texts in a variety of ways, with different media and materials,
with adults and peers, both indoors and outdoors, as well as learning about using different signs and symbols,
exploring sound and developing alphabetic and phonetic skills.

By the end of Reception, children working at the expected level will reach these ELGs (early learning goals):

Literacy: Reading

Statutory ELG: Word Reading
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10
digraphs;

- Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-
blending;

- Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with
their phonic knowledge, including some common exception
words.

Literacy: Writing

Statutory ELG: Writing
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;

- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the
sounds with a letter or letters;

- Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.

The role of subject leaders across the school.

Subject leaders lead from Nursery to Year 6. Whilst subjects in Year 1-Year 6 are planned out in terms of what
children will know, be able to do, and understand at the end of each topic; planning in EYFS is based on where the
children are at any given time. Learning is “bottom-up” as opposed to “top down” and staff in EYFS use any and all
contexts in which to develop children’s learning across the EYFS curriculum. However, each subject leader knows
what their subject looks like in EYFS, and how well the children progress and achieve within it.



