
 

 

Reception Overview of topics, key texts and vocabulary  

Autumn 1 
8 weeks 

Autumn 2 
7 weeks 

Spring 1 
6 weeks  

Spring 2 
6 weeks 

Summer 1 
4 weeks  

Summer 2 
7 weeks 

All about me  
-Baseline 
-ORT  
-Red rockets and 
rainbow jelly 
-Mixed   
 
Vocab:  
Tier 1: Me, I, He, She.  
Tier 2: Mum, Dad.  
Tier 3: Kipper, Biff, 
Chip, Floppy.  

Animals 
-The Mixed-Up 
Chameleon  
-Monkey Puzzle  
- Rumble in The Jungle  
- What the ladybird 
heard 
 
Vocab:  
Big, little, long, short, 
tall, heavy, light.  
Eggs, nest, hiss, slither, 
claws, feather, hooves, 
fur, arctic, desert.  
 
Tier 1: big, little, long, 
short,  
Tier 2: feathers, 
hooves, fur,  
Tier 3: nest, eggs, hiss, 
slither, claws, arctic, 
desert 

Space 
-Whatever next 
-The Way back home 
-Beegu 
-Aliens love underpants 
-Look inside space 
(Non-fiction)   
-Goodnight Spaceman 
- Smeds and Smoods 
 
Vocab:  
Moon, Rocket, Space, 
Astronaut, Earth, far, 
near, spaceship, 
shuttle, helmets, 
oxygen, orbit, stars, sun 
 
Tier 1: sun, moon,  
Tier 2: Earth, far, near 
Tier 3: rocket, space, 
astronaut,  Spaceship, 
shuttle, helmets, orbit, 
oxygen  

Growing/Food 
-Sam plants a 
sunflower 
-Non-Fiction growing 
The Enormous Turnip 
-Jack and the Beanstalk 
-The little red hen   
- Supertato x3 
 
 
 
Vocab:  
Tier 1:   grow, soil, 
water, sun, vegetable, 
fruit  
 
Tier 2: giant, seeds, 
heavy, light 
 
Tier 3: ginormous, 
enormous, turnip, 
beanstalk, beans, 
potato, peas.  

Traditional 
Tales 
-The Gingerbread Man 
-Goldilocks  
-Three Little Pigs 
-Three Billy Goats Gruff 
 
Vocab: 
Tier 1: before, wide, 
big, little, medium, my, 
hard, soft, hot, cold  
 
Tier 2: once, porridge, 
fatter, first, second, 
third, bricks, straw, 
wood/sticks 
 
Tier 3: tale, 
gingerbread, troll, 
bridge.  

Mini-Beasts 
-The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 
-The Very Busy Spider 
-The Bad-tempered 
Ladybird  
-Superworm 
-Mad about Mini-
beasts 
-Twist and Hop, 
Minibeast Bop 
 
Vocab:  
Tier 1: insect, the, has, 
long, go, out, Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday.  
 
Tier 2: spider, ladybird, 
worm, web, eggs, tiny  
 
Tier 3:  cocoon, 
chrysalis,  People Who 

Help Us 
Celebrations/ Dinosaurs 

-T-Rex on tour 



-Police Officers on 
patrol 
-Flashing Fire Engines 
-When I Grow Up: 
Doctor 
-Going to the Dentist 
(Kipper) 
-Going to the Doctor 
(Kipper) 
Vocab:  
help, emergency, 
police, fire, dentist, 
doctor, engine, teeth,  
firefighter – hose 
fire/flames, siren, 
rescue.  
 
Dentist – teeth, tongue, 
mouth, gums, 
toothbrush, cavities.  
 
Doctors – temperature, 
thermometer, 
stethoscope.   
 

Christmas - 
Nativity 
-Jesus’ Christmas Party  
-The Nativity story  
Vocab: 
Celebrate, dear, me, 
from, to, gift, cake, 
decoration  

-Stomp, Chomp, big 
roars! Here come the 
dinosaurs! 
-Dinosaurs love 
underpants 
-Swamp stomp  
-The Dinosaur’s Diary 
(Julia Donaldson) 
-If you invite a 
dinosaur to dinner 
-Non-fiction   
 
Vocab:  
Explore, tall, high, 
claws, enormous, 
fierce, museum, 
surprise, horns, teeth,  
 
Tier 1: tall, high, teeth,  
Tier 2: explore, claws, 
enormous, museum, 
surprise 
Tier 3 – herbivore, 
omnivore, carnivore 

 

 


