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B11 4EA

Monday 3rd January 2022

Dear Mrs Seymour,

I am writing to you because I want to teach you about the terrible damage that single- use plastic is doing to our environment and to ask you to think of ways we could reduce the amount of plastic we use as a school. 

There is no doubt that here at St John’s we use a huge amount of plastic in our daily lives. It’s understandable, as plastic has many benefits: it’s hardwearing, durable, and convenient. Plastic is not only widely used at St Johns, but also widely discarded. In each and every classroom, children use and carelessly throw away rulers, felt tips, handwriting pens and many other plastic items every day. You may not realise, but when plastic gets thrown away, it has a devastating effect on our environment.

Did you know that 79% of the plastic we use ends up in the ocean? In fact, scientists believe that over 51 trillion pieces of micro plastic are currently floating around in our oceans. As a result of this, many marine creatures, such as turtles, dolphins and sharks, get caught up in it, causing the poor, innocent animals a slow and painful death. Imagine a sweet, intelligent dolphin swimming innocently in the ocean, playing with its young, when suddenly it gets trapped in a plastic ring of death, causing it to suffocate it. How would you feel if that was your friends, or your family, or you?




Furthermore, plastic items can take up to 500 years to disintegrate (break down). Consequently, our oceans and landfills will be hazardous to animals for an extremely long time, and if we do not act soon to stop the problem worsening, it will be too late for many animals and they will become extinct. Can you imagine a world without marine life? We will not have delicious fish to eat. We will not be able to see amazing, colourful displays when snorkelling or diving. We will not have wonderful marine conservation projects to visit, such as the sea life centre.

Most of these items are not recycled, but go into the normal bins, meaning that they actually end up in landfill. Everyone knows that this plastic is then going on to pollute our seas and oceans, so surely here at St John’s we should all be doing something to help stop this terrible problem. 

Only a fool would think it is acceptable to carry on using plastic and throwing it away so carelessly. Surely here at St John’s we should all be doing something to help stop this terrible problem.  I am sure you will agree that we must set up a committee of school children at St Johns who can think about ways we can tackle this problem. I believe that we must elect eco- monitors who can think about ways in which the school can reduce the amount of plastic it uses. These eco monitors would also have the job of raising awareness of the problem within the school and the outside community. It is vitally important that we educate the children of Sparkhill about this awful situation. I am sure you will agree that something must be done to help save the poor creatures. 

Your Sincerely
Bob Smith (Year 5) 



