Most of the instruments in the string ..\‘ectm.n.
look alike. The main difference between them is their
size, as they are all played in very much the same
way: their strings can be plucked (this is called
piz;if'ufn) or made to “sound” with a bow. Strings
are used to provide a piece of music with a deep,
rich body of sound, and they are often used in solo
pieces as well.

The largest section in the orchestra, the string
section uses 60 to 70 musicians to create a good,
strong sound.
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Positioned to the left of the conductor, the first violins sit closest to the audience, and the
second violins are right behind them. The violas and cellos are to the right of the conductor.
with the cellos in front and the violas behind them. though sometimes this is reversed. The
double basses are behind the cellos. Finally, there are rarely more than two harpists in an
orchestra, and they sit to the left of the conductor in the back behind the second violins. And
if 2 plano is required for a particular piece of music—say, if there is a piano concerto on the
program—it is most often put behind the conductor, between him or her and the audience.




